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From the Editor
I would like to take a moment 

to thank Matt Wier for the op-
portunity to lend a creative hand 
to Bronzeback News. I have 
worked in the outdoor industry 
for many years writing for the 
River Hills Traveler and Front 
Sight magazine. I also have a 
YouTube, Instagram and Podcast 
all @KayakFlyer. Now, I have 
been tapped to help with the 
layout, design, and some writing 
for Bronzeback News. 

I work a day job as a profes-
sional corporate communicator 
and spend my hours laying out 
magazines, handling social media 
and creating video content 
among numerous other duties 
that come my way.

I am an avid fly fisher and grew up on the Castor River in Bollinger County. I know the river backward and 
forward and spend most of my time there since it so close and the fishing is so good! They may not all be 
huge but on a 2 or 4wt they are all fun.

I spend my winters, like many of you tying flies and occasionally hitting a winter trout pond. I also like to 
make one large trip a year with my friends. The photo above was taken this past year as I joined four of my 
friends in Grande Isle, LA for a week of kayaking and fishing that will not be forgotten.

Missouri waters and the smallmouth bass have always been my favorite fish. The fight and beauty of these 
magnificent creatures is what we all have in common. I will do my best to work with other MSA members to 
showcase what we have in Missouri, as well as reviewing products that are useful or not so useful to all of us.

I am currently fly fishing with mostly TFO rods, but recently purchased a Woodard 4wt and I love it. I paddle 
in a Wilderness System Radar, and as you will see in a few pages, have been spin fishing with the new Z-Man 
TRD Crawz. 

I look forward to sharing your adventures and mine. Please feel free to submit your photos and stories, (I can 
clean them up if you are not a writer at heart if you want) so those of us that cannot make a meeting due to 
work or travel can all learn more about each other. 

Speaking of, if you are not in the St. Louis area or do not regularly attend meetings, drop me a line and send 
me a photo. It is always nice to see who is in the club. 

I hope we will bump into each other on the river.

missourismallmouthalliance@gmail.com
Shawn C. Seabaugh
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depth and current speed between outside and 
inside stream bends, more defined pool-riffle 
gradient and simply have more potential tar-
gets which you can fish your flies into, across 
and over than would a section considered X 
axis. A suspending baitfish pattern fished more 
actively back to the boat might be more suit-
able here than something dead drifted. In con-
trast, X axis water being more uniform in depth 
and gradient, may only offer slower current 
right near the bank or along larger perpendic-
ular structures. So either surface, mid-depth 
of bottom bumping flies drifted with minimal 
movement as the boat floats downstream may 
be preferred. The authors return to that theme 
throughout the book when discussing specific 
types of flies, seasonal migration or daily feed-
ing patterns so it’s a good point to keep top of 
mind.

And if Dave and Tim’s own decades of on-
the-water experience is not enough, the book 
also includes informative interviews with some 
of the legends of warmwater fly fishing such 
as Dave Whitlock, Larry Dahlberg and Lefty 
Kreh as observations on more specific topics 
like Big Flies with Minnesota guide Kip Vieth 
or cold water smallmouth on the fly with Mich-
igan guide and fly pattern guru Mike Schultz 
and a host of others.

With the colder weather headed this way 
and the all-too-familiar mantra of “I’m gonna 
fly fish more” right up there with losing some 
weight as your next New Year’s resolution, go 
ahead and get this great book on smallmouth 
fishing and start planning some trips for next season. Priced at about $30, it may be a bit more pricey than some, but it’s well worth the 
cost if you can take just one more 18-inch plus bronzeback on the long rod next year.

PS – if you want to get some great on stream instruction and knowledge from Tim or one of his stable of seasoned small-
mouth guides, check them out at www.tightlinesflyshop.com. They’re just outside of Green Bay with full stock of most, if not 
all of the bronzeback flies described in the book.

   

With the heighted popularity of smallmouth bass fishing across the 
country, and especially with fans of fly fishing, a number of infor-
mative and useful bronzeback fly fishing books have been pub-

lished in recent years. This one, co-authored by long-time outdoor writer/pho-
tographer Dave Karcynski and seasoned fly fishing guide and shop owner Tim 
Landwehr, is certainly one of the finest. 

This photo-heavy publication focuses solely on rivers, in particular, those 
spread across the northern tier of the U.S.  Specific streams are not mentioned 
in great detail -- Tim and other contributors are hired fishing guides in their day 
jobs after all – but the insights provided are applicable in many similar waters 
across the region.  The book’s 222 pages are filled with multitudes of the au-
thors’ hard-earned observations about smallmouth bass behavior, seasonal mi-
gration, and predation patterns all with the fly angler in mind. While I personally 
also pursue bronzebacks in lakes both on fly-in or wilderness canoe trips across 
Northwester Ontario, my first love, as I’m sure is the case the most MSA mem-
bers, is chasing them along smaller free-flowing rivers and streams. So, this book 
will not disappoint in that regard.

The how-to chapters of the book discuss fly selection and techniques in terms 
of breaking down the water column from top to bottom. The Surface chapter 
obviously deals with selecting and fishing topwater flies such as poppers, hair 
bugs, etc. We all have seen that in every book ever written about fly fishing for 
smallmouth. ‘Make a cast towards the bank, let the rings disappear and then give 
your popper a pop, pause a few seconds, pop, repeat, . . . make another cast’ or 
something like that. Well, in this tome it ain’t quite that simple.

First, they discuss when to choose a topwater fly, what stream conditions or 
areas should you fish with a topwater, what type of topwater should you tie on 
and why. And, they highlight a little used fly type for taking brozebacks on top – 
the Wiggly. It’s really just larger than normal foam spider or grasshopper like you 

might use for bluegill in a farm pond, but its effectiveness and how it is best fished to cover sizable sections of flowing water will open 
your eyes on a whole new way to fish topwater.  I recently put this new found knowledge to use with good success during a 10-day trip 
floating top smallie rivers across Wisconsin and the UP this past summer.  Without giving away too much of the story, you will surely 
find some unique insights on these topics that will make you a 
more confident and accomplished surface fisherman.   

The Middle Column and Lower Column chapters, which 
cover fishing flies below the surface and along the bottom, re-
spectively, are equally interesting.  The Middle Column chap-
ters introduce techniques and set ups for using divers such as 
the classic Dahlberg Diver and its more recent offshoots such as 
the articulated Swingin’ D or similar deer head flies. Suspending 
baitfish patterns like the Murdich Minnow or Drunk & Disor-
derly are explored in depth. What’s the right fly line type (float-
ing or intermediate), leader weight, composition, length, tippet 
material/test, etc. to fish these relatively large, heavy flies along 
the woody cover where the big ones lay in waiting – and not get 
continually hung up? They’ll help you figure that all out here 
with practical info you can take out on water to further refine.

One of the more novel concepts introduced in the book is 
separating a stream section into the type of water it features de-
scribed in terms of ‘Y axis’ or ‘X axis’ beats. Y axis reaches are 
more meandering in appearance with significant variances in 

Smallmouth: Modern Fly Fishing Methods, 
Tactics and Techniques

Karcyniski & Landwehr – 2018
By Dan Kreher

Buy on Amazon
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I am often made fun of by my friends about my ge-
netically based inability to spend money. So, if I am 
willing to pony up the cash, then it has to be some-
thing that really works. 

Over the years, I have streamlined my gear fishing to very 
few, very productive soft plastics. While I love Missouri 
Made and super smelly Chompers, I have been using Z-Man 
TDRs on a ned rig almost exclusively since a friend loaned 
me one on the river. This has been my go-to bait for the past 
two years. I have had great success with all types of bass. 

These finesse baits have worked wonders for getting fish 
to hit both as they sink and when twitched along the bottom 
of the river. I have a huge assortment of colors and seem to 
pick up two packs of them everytime I pass by them in the 
store. I honestly could not tell you how many packages or 
what colors I have that I have yet to open. It was my love for 
the TDR that lit my fire of desire when I heard of the new 
TDR CrawZ.  

I was fortunate enough to try some of these baits in late 
August. A time when bites, in the past, have been painfully 
slow. However, they were truly amazing and produced fish 
during the worst hours of the day.

While I, the perpetual angel of my friends, went to bed ear-
ly and was up and loaded by dawn, my two drunken friends 
were not ready to leave until 11 am. After an hour drive, we 
did not get launched until 12:30. A heat advisory was in ef-
fect for the better part of Southeast Missouri and shade was 
of more value than the Presidential Pardon for Tricky Dick 

Nixon. The only thing that redeemed the idiocracy of being 
on the water and not in a clean, air-conditioned sports bar 
eating wings and drinking beer was the ridiculous amount 
of quality fish we landed on this bait.

The Finesse BulletZ Weedless Jighead did a great job of 
getting the bait to the bottom and holding in a lifelike and 
natural position. The buoyant pinchers floated and bobbed 
with the currents in the water. Jigging the bait made a real-
istic fleeing motion of the bait and the pinchers moved to 
entice a reactionary bite.

The materials that the CrawZ are made of is extremely du-
rable. Two of us fished the same bait all day, while the other 
guy with us had such success one of his pinchers was torn 
off. The bait held up to multiple bites, fights, and landings as 
well as a few re-riggings. It did take me a minute to get the 
bait on the hook and over the weight along the shank of the 
hook, but the learning curve was quick and the stretchiness 
of the bait made it very easy. 

I did have a few issues with catching small submerged 
limbs or roots. For the most part, they were weedless, but 
casting ing 
into root balls 
is always dif-
ficult if any 
hook is ex-
posed. The 
bait was easy 
to retrieve 

and usually was not hooked, but instead, the 
hook and body trapped the submerged root 
between the hook and body. Simply chang-
ing the angle of retrieve freed the snag the 
majority of the time.

One problem I could not specifically iden-
tify was hook set. Many fish got off, but they 
may have been smaller fish or fish that did 
not get the hook. With the pinchers so life-
like, I wonder if fish were snatching those 
and not the entire bait. Considering the 
number of fish landed, and the lack of losing 
fish at the kayak, this was not a serious con-
cern. It was simply an experience that I want 
to see more and identify prior to making any 
decisions. It was far from a deterrent of fish-
ing this bait. Another aspect of this could be 
how I had the hook rigged. It was not diffi-
cult, but it did take me a few times to get it 
just the way I wanted. 

Overall, I was stupid impressed with 
Z-Man TDR CrawZ. I was so pleased with 
them that they will be with on my next fish-
ing expedition to Grand Isle, Louisiana as I 
chase redfish.

Watch a video 
Review here.

By Shawn Seabaugh
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In July 2018 my brother Dan and I competed in 
our first canoe race. The Missouri River 340, or 

“MR340”, as it’s called, is a paddle race that follows the 
Missouri River across our home state of Missouri. It’s 
the longest continuous paddle race in the world and it 
proved a rather ambitious start to our racing careers. 

The MR340 runs from west to east spanning nearly 
the entire state. Starting in Kansas City, Kansas it ends 
340 winding river miles later in St. Charles, Missouri. 
2018 marked the 13th year of the annual race. The first 
MR340, I’m told, had a grand total of just five racers. 
The race has grown a bit in popularity since then. For 
safety reasons, race organizers had to limit the total 
number of entrants to five hundred vessels this year. 

There are several race divisions in the MR340 includ-
ing Solo, Tandem, Small Team (3-4 paddlers), Large 

Team (4-6 paddlers), Voyager (5-9 paddlers), and Drag-
on Boat (10+ paddlers). The race does not differentiate 
between canoes and kayaks, but there are peddle drive 
divisions and stand up paddleboard divisions as well. 
Each division is further divided by gender. My broth-
er and I competed in the men’s Tandem division. Our 
team name was “Team Kirchhoff” and our boat number 
was 6623. The race results are listed on RaceOwl.com. 

This year’s 13th Annual MR340 began on a clear 
Tuesday morning at 8 am in Kansas City. Thanks to 
strategic maneuvering at the starting line, Dan and I 
were actually very briefly in first place. Unfortunately, 
our lead was short-lived. Just seconds after the starting 
gun fired we were overtaken by a very fast five-man team 
paddling in what appeared to be a custom built race ca-
noe. It was long, narrow, black and moving much faster 

by Seth Kirchhoff
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than us. It quickly became clear that in this race, there 
were hardcore racers, and then there was everyone else. 
Team Kirchhoff fell firmly into the latter! By mid-day, 
we had fallen far behind the leaders and settled into the 
middle of the pack. We finished day one tired, sore, and 
hungry. But, we were 104 miles farther downriver from 
where we had started - quite an accomplishment con-
sidering before the race we’d never paddled more than 
fifty miles in a day.

The aforementioned “hardcore racers” usually opt to 
paddle straight through from start to finish. Most rac-
ers competing for the podium stop only for bathroom 
breaks and water resupply. While making our plans 
for the race, Dan and I decided we were not gung-ho 
enough to forego sleep. We opted instead to paddle 
pre-planned distances each day. Many weeks before 
the race we had spent a full day with our ground crew 
driving along the river to investigate likely takeouts 
and viable campsites. We used that information, com-
bined with satellite imagery and river charts, to deter-
mine how far we would paddle each day. Such a plan 
required a bit of faith on our part. We’d never actually 
paddled distances anywhere approaching that of the 
MR340. Would a hundred-mile day take us nine hours 
or eighteen hours? Of course, because of our training, 
we did have some idea of how fast we could expect to 
paddle, but we were largely entering unknown territo-
ry. Nevertheless, our goal was clear: just finish the race! 
The MR340, after all, is a race of attrition, and we ap-
proached it accordingly. 

There are many ways to logistically tackle a race this 

long. Some teams run the race “unsupported,” opting 
to carry in their boat all the gear and food required for 
a multi-day race. Most teams, however, use a “ground-
crew” for logistical support. This being our first attempt, 
we thought it wise to have some help. Our ground crew 
consisted of our cousins Mike and Aaron. They proved 
to be an essential addition to the team. At the end of 
long and grueling days on the water, our ground crew 
greeted us every evening with a hot meal and a fully set 
up campsite. More than once, they also met us mid-day 
at boat ramps to deliver much needed supplies. Equal-
ly as important, Mike and Aaron provided invaluable 
moral support, and at times, great comic relief. I hope 
they’ll return next year as a key element of Team Kirch-
hoff.

Day two was only slightly shorter than day one. We 
hit the water before sunrise and completed our planned 
93 miles in just under 13 hours. However, it was perhaps 
our most encouraging day of racing. We had worked 
hard in our pre-race training to establish a steady and 
consistent paddling cadence. On our second day of the 
race, that training began to pay dividends. Many racers 
that appeared to come out strong on day one, were now 
struggling to keep up. It seemed we passed one paddler 
after another all day long. Though we weren’t diligently 
keeping count, a safe estimate is that we were able to 
overtake around 75 canoes, kayaks, and stand up pad-
dleboards that day. 

Our third day of the race started at 4 am with instant 
oatmeal and camp coffee. We were on the water just 
after 5am and awarded front row seats to a beautiful 

Kirchhoff Brothers Take On The MR340



sunrise with nary a paddler in sight. Notably, day three 
also marked a change in the feel of the race. The field of 
four hundred plus racers had been spread considerably 
by this point. The river was no longer filled with end-
less lines of canoes and kayaks stacked bow to stern. In 
fact for the remainder of the race, we would paddle long 
stretches without seeing other racers at all. We ended 
day three early at 4 pm on the picturesque Hermann 
riverfront. Our parents met us at our campsite, having 
driven in from St. Louis. A couple of friends even rode 
the train into town to share grilled brats, cold beers, 
and listen to race stories - of which we had many by that 
point!

One story that stands out was our first encounter with 
barge traffic. For the unacquainted, a fully loaded line 
of barges being pushed upstream by a tugboat casts a 
huge wake, throwing seven-foot waves across the river. 
At a brisk paddle and angled into the waves, the front 
half of our seventeen-foot canoe would come clear out 
of the water before crashing down with a dense thud. 
Fortunately for us, what our Bell Northwind canoe 
lost in speed, it made up for in stability. It’s a tradeoff 
we were thankful for every time we encountered barge 
traffic. (As it turns out, the winning team this year, pad-
dling their fast and narrow canoe, was delayed for sev-
eral minutes when they dumped  midway through the 
race thanks to rough waters after crossing paths with a 
line of barges.)

The fourth and final day of the race began the same as 
days two and three. We were up at 4 am and on the wa-
ter by 5 am. We managed to pass a handful of racers on 
our final day. But other than those few paddlers and the 
odd barge or dredging machine, we spent much of the 
day seemingly alone on the water. With the river mostly 
to ourselves, we calculated times and distances in our 
heads, running the numbers over and over again: How 
many miles had we covered? What was our average 
speed? How many strokes per minute were we averag-
ing? Should we have planned for longer days? Should 
we upgrade to a faster craft next year? What place are 
we in? What can we do next year to finish faster? 

We finally crossed the finish line in St. Charles at 2:36 
pm on Friday afternoon. It had been four days since our 
adventure began on Tuesday morning in Kansas City. 
As with many obstacles in life, in some ways the race 
seemed surprisingly easy. In other ways, it was decep-
tively challenging. We had pushed ourselves hard at 
several points along the way, but there were also times 
we were able to lean back, take in the views, and enjoy 
the moment. Perhaps the best measure of our experi-
ence is that by day three, we were already planning for 
next year! 

Reflecting on my experiences many weeks later, 
the thing that stands out most is the river itself. The 
Missouri River is as beautiful as it is unpredictable. 
Throughout the race giant boils twenty feet across 
would suddenly emerge unannounced from the depths. 
The boils would then disappear just as quickly. The 
partially submerged wing dikes certainly made things 
interesting. And of course, the occasional barge pro-
vided brief moments of excitement.  My favorite part 
of the river, however, was how at times our small canoe 
was the only visible sign of mankind on what seemed an 
immensely vast body of water. I couldn’t help but think 
of what it must have been like for the Lewis and Clark 
expedition as they traveled the same river over two hun-
dred years earlier.

As it turns out, in this, our first year competing in the 
longest continuous paddle race in the world, we man-
aged to finish middle of the pack in our division and a 
respectable 317th overall. We paddled the 340 miles in 
78 hours 36 minutes. Our four-day average speed was 
7.14 miles per hour - faster than we had anticipated. 
Thanks to the GPS on our phones, we also know that 
at times we’d managed to briefly maintain speeds over 
10 miles per hour. Given our relatively fast speed and 
short days, I’m confident that we can easily shave many 
hours off our finish time next year. As for that five-man 
canoe that passed us at the start of the race? They set 
a new course record paddling all 340 miles in just 33 
hours and 1 minute!

Nick Hamra is a retired school teacher who has 
more than 40 years of experience chasing smallies 

throughout the Ozarks and the Upper Midwest.   His win-
ter fishing expertise, in particular, earned him the nickname 
“The Guru” in some circles.   He 
shared some of his fundamental win-
ter fishing experiences and knowl-
edge with us at one of our general 
meetings a few years ago.  Dan Kreher 
took copious notes during that meet-
ing and the following piece is based 
on those notes.    Yes, it is cold outside 
and you definitely need to prepare 
yourself for cold weather and cold 
water but, you cannot catch any smal-
lies from your sofa. Watch for some 
favorable weather this winter, dress warm, be careful and 
get out on the water. Don’t let Old Man Winter keep you 
cooped up until springtime.

The basics:
• Winter – defined by Nick as periods with 46 or be-

low water temperatures – usually mid-November thru 
mid-February in most parts of the 
Ozarks. Characterized by gin clear 
water with no algae.
• Typically smallmouth move away 
from current and shoals into deep 
holes with slow current. Their me-
tabolism slows, but bigger fish will 
continue to eat under the right con-
ditions. 
• Key idea – the best bite of the year 
occurs when the water visibility is be-

tween 15 and 36 inches.  During the winter, on most 
streams, these conditions occur when the river is up 1 
to 3 feet above normal and falling no more than 0.1 to 
0.2 feet per day. A sustained warm front in winter can 
trigger a water temp rise from the low 30s into the 40s 

Winter Smallmouth Tips and 
Tactics from “The Guru”
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Sometimes just one strike 
can turn a poor day into a 
great one. It happens to those 
anglers who can concentrate 
on every cast. If your concen-
tration fades, either change 
baits or take a break and re-
group.

Steve Harrison



which also triggers a great bite. 
• Anything below 40-degree water can be really tough 

fishing. If stream temps fall below 37 degrees – forget 
it and stay home. 

• In darker colored waters, the sun is your friend and 
fish will generally feed better in these conditions in 
winter. Fish can be listless on cloudy days with stained 
water and water temps below 41 degrees. 

• When you have clear water with water clarity down to 
more than 5 feet either stay home or fish them only on 
dark, cloudy days.

Lures for winter:  Nick’s choices are basically limit-
ed to a suspending jerk bait and a jig of some sort. 

Finesse jigs:
• Nick prefers a hair jig with some marabou feathers 

when water temps are below 42 in black or brown 
colors. Use a sparse tie, just enough hair to cover the 
bend of the hook. Fish a small jig trailer with 8 lb. flu-
orocarbon line.  He tips those with a Zoom skinny 
chunk in green pumpkin or black.  Cast the jig slightly 
downstream with the current. Let sink to bottom and 
fish with drop and glide technique with three or four 
pauses. Don’t crawl the jig as it will hang up too much. 
Most strikes come in the first three pauses and drops 
(in the first 3 to 7 feet of the retrieve). Often big fish 
bites feel mushy so check for the strike if you think 
you’ve been bitten. When you cannot feel bottom, 
it’s a good idea to pull slightly taut on the line with 
the rod to check for a bite. Smaller bass tend to peck 
the jig harder. Finish your cast off when you reach the 
basin of the stream and the jig is no longer falling ver-

tically.  He catches 90% plus of his big winter smallies 
on little hair jigs with between a 1/8th and 3/16 oz. 
head.

Jerkbaits:  
• Be willing to experiment. A Lucky Craft Pointer 78 is 

hard to beat to get the size and depth needed. Pause 
length can vary but fish it with the current – remem-
ber that you are fishing areas with a slower current to 
begin with – to avoid getting a bow in the line. Start 
with a 2-3 second pause after reeling down 5 to 6 reel 
handle turns. Occasionally, a longer pause is needed. 
Use 8 to 10 lb. test fluorocarbon. 

• Fish deep holes in the river with neutral water current 
to very slow downstream movement. Fish have very 
slow metabolisms in cold water and don’t have the en-
ergy to fight the current. 

• Any backwater with submerged vegetation is a mag-
net to largemouth bass and crappie. Deeper backwa-
ters with 6 or more feet of water almost guarantee a 

catch. Springs are a bonus, of course, as water temps 
in their vicinity can inch up into the low 50s even 
in mid-winter. Carry a reliable water tempera-
ture gauge because even one degree of additional 
warmth can be critical in this season. 

• On the river proper, target big rocks as well sloping 
sandbanks near deep holes. Tree trunks and large root 
wads are a plus. 

• Don’t expect to get as many bites during the winter 
months, but the fish you do get will typically average 
much larger than in other seasons. The fish are out 
there but they’re only holding in a relatively small per-
centage of the river this time of year. You need to target 
the correct areas to score on winter smallies as they are 
not widely dispersed along the river.

Other Considerations:
• Nothing beats time on the water for getting better at 

I am not sure just how it got started but that really isn’t important.  That 
people care enough to continue is important.  

There is a family that owns property upstream from Highway 47 on the 
Mineral Fork and in 2017 they had a cleanup with over 50 participants.  

Sometime that fall or winter I was contacted to see if we would like to take 
part this year.  Well, I jumped at the chance and contacted the usual 
group that does Water Quality Monitoring.  Everyone was eager to be of 
help, so on August 4th, we showed up to do a monitoring session.  Den-

nis Boldrey, Dennis Norton, Ron Parham, my son Dan and I were part of 
the 58 member cleanup team.   They did, to say the least, a great job of 

organizing this event!! 
People picked up trash up and down the Mineral Fork and 

enjoyed a wonderful meal.  It was great to see such involve-
ment.  We did our small part and enjoyed both the river and 

the company.  The Mineral Fork continues to be a healthy 
small stream and, with efforts like these, will be that way 

for years to come.
I would like to note that I did not list the family’s 

name, not at their request, but because I have not 
asked their permission to do so.  As everyone read-

ing this knows access on the Mineral Fork is limited 
and seems to be getting more limited, so out of 

respect for them and their little slice of heaven 
they are, at least in this, nameless.  

If you would like to take part in cleanups 
and/or Water Quality Monitoring reach 

out to me at 03041978@msn.com or 
through the group’s email at missou-
rismallmouthalliance@gmail.com   
No training or prior experience is 
needed, just a desire to spend time 

outdoors and on the water. 

Mineral Fork Cleanup and Water Quality Monitoring 
By Tim Kirchhoff

Augie Knickmeyer

Nick Hamra

fishing.  Keep notes especially for new waters or con-
ditions.

• Learn a stretch of water well. Smallies have strong 
habits about where they can be caught during each 
season of the year and in various water conditions. 
Learn how current, color and water temps affect your 
better places to fish. Be experimental.  Nick taught 
himself almost all of the things he learned over 40 
years of fishing.   

• It is very tough to get a good bite when the water is 
falling 6 inches or more per day.

• The clearer the water, the farther your casts should be. 
Smallies are very wary when the visibility is 4 feet or 
more. Try to make a light splashdown with all casts 
and pitches.

• Most average fishing days have a 1 to 3-hour window 
of opportunity for the best fishing.

Sometimes just one strike can turn a poor day into a great 
one. It happens to those anglers who can concentrate on ev-
ery cast. If your concentration fades, either change baits or 
take a break and regroup.



The Open Space Coun-
cil for the St. Louis Region 
first organized Operation 
Clean Stream in 1967.  
On the 4th weekend of 
August river lovers and 
citizen conservationists 
gather and collectively re-
move trash from the en-
tire Meramec River Basin.  
When you consider the 
fact that the Meramec Riv-
er and its tributaries drain 
2,149 square miles and is 
located in Crawford, Dent, 
Franklin, Iron, Jefferson, 
Phelps, Reynolds, St. Lou-
is, Texas, and Washington 
Counties you may better 
understand the scope and 
reach of what volunteers 
can do in a day (the map to 
the right might also help 
just a little)

Stream Team 509 (the 
MSA’s Stream Team just 
in case you forgot) vol-
unteers have helped clean 
up stretches of the Bour-
beuse during Operation 
Clean Stream since the 
mid-1990s. This year, 
Norm Krupp rounded up 
a dozen Stream Team 509 
volunteers (Thank You!!!) 
and on August 25, 2018, 
we contributed to the to-
tal of 1,667 volunteers 
who removed 286 cubic 
yards of trash, 1,375 tires 

MSA Volunteers Pitch in and Pick Up 
During the 51st Operation Clean Stream
By Matt Wier

The Missouri Department of Transportation also provides some pretty decent printable 
maps of each of Missouri’s 114 counties online
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and 10,904 pounds of metals from the 
watershed.  The stretch of the upper 
Bourbeuse we traditionally, starting at 
the Bowen Cemetery Road bridge on 
down to the Koenig Ford lower wa-
ter bridge which is below the MDC’s 
Mint Spring Access, is usually pretty 
clean overall but we do our best to re-
move as much trash as we can fit into 
our vessels.   None of these stretches 
is particularly long but, depending on 
how you’re getting to them you’ll be 
traveling in both Crawford and Gasco-
nade counties.

In addition to all of the good work, 
you’ll do by removing trash from the 
river you’ll also fish in between stops 
for trash pickup.  This is also a really 
family-friendly event.  The paddling is 
easy with lots of chances for kids to get out on and 
in the water.  In addition to chances to catch some 
dandy smallies and largemouth, you’ll also likely 
catch some spotted bass and those green sunfish 
which normally irritate all of us “serious” anglers will 
give kids lots of chances to have a fish on the end of 
the line.  There’s also a great free banquet at Lion’s 
Club in Beaufort at the end of the day. Not only will 
you leave tired, full, and impressed with how many 
local folks love their river but parents will also have 
a great opportunity to give their kids an easy and 
memorable example of how you can contribute to 
making our world just a little bit better.   So, please 

set aside Saturday, August 24, 2019, as a day you’re 
going to volunteer for Operation Clean Stream and 
let’s double the number of our volunteers who do 
our part to helping keep our rivers clean.  Once you 
do it, you’ll want to return year after year.  In fact, I 
think this is the type of activity which will help keep 
you pretty darn spry.  Dennis Boldrey, who shared a 
canoe with Dan Kirchhoff (see the MR 440 article) 
is in his 70’s and didn’t have any problems keeping 
up with Dan all day long.  That’s right, river clean-
ups and fishing are a type of life-long fitness that 
everyone can enjoy.  Get river strong!!

Access points are circled in red on the map above.  

Ken Lockwood

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1W4vRmji1y1f7kreo8PYvui7sTdD9srHG&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1W4vRmji1y1f7kreo8PYvui7sTdD9srHG&usp=sharing
https://www.modot.org/county-maps 


Meramec Scenic View Outing

There are forty-five different wa-
tersheds in Missouri.  Living in St. 

Louis, the waters of the Meramec Riv-
er watershed: the Big River, Bourbeuse 
River, and the Meramec River offer 
those of us in Eastern Missouri many 
different smallmouth fishing destina-
tions within an easy drive of the St. Lou-
is metro area.  From East-Central Mis-
souri, the Meramec River flows more 
than 200 miles. Beginning its headwa-
ters near Salem in Dent County to its 
confluence with the mighty Mississip-
pi in Jefferson County, it spans nearly 
half the state. While the stretches from 
Delcour down to Hwy 8 provide are re-
ally intimate and provide some great 
fishing opportunities and the stretches 
from Onandaga down may be the home 
for some real river monsters, we’re go-

ing to focus on the stretch in what I’ll 
call the upper middle Meramec:  Bird’s 
Nest down to Onandaga.  Beauty is in 
the eye of the beholder and while the 
last stretch doesn’t provide the tallest 
bluffs or the most breathtaking springs 
the river will offer those who are willing 
to see many different sublime natural 
beauties, not the least of which are its 
many bronze warriors.  If you’re willing 
to try, this stretch of water can provide 
many chances to tempt those fighters, 
and, as you’ll learn in this article our 
Fall Outing can give you some great op-
portunities to do just that.   
Eat, drink, fish, relax, repeat…..

Most of you have never visited 
Meramec Scenic View, but, if you’ve 
ever floated from Garrison’s down to 
Onandaga, then you’ve passed it. MSV 
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is 7.8 miles downstream from Garri-
son’s.  Gregg and Janice Lamb pur-
chased MSV in 2012 and have gra-
ciously hosted our Fall outings and 
February Freeze-outs at this spe-
cial place for the past several years.  
What makes it so special?  

Great, private, access:  As I men-
tioned above, the Meramec is easily 
accessible from the St. Louis metro 
area.  This means, especially during 
summer weekends, that you’re go-
ing to share the river with lots of 
other people.  This isn’t a wilder-
ness destination.  This doesn’t mean 
that you can’t catch some nice smal-
lies amongst all of those people, but 
if you don’t want to 
contend will all of 
the floaters, fishing 
the river in later 
September will give 
you the chance to es-
cape the crowds.  By 
late September sum-
mer’s end is around 
the bend and most 
of the folks are doing 
other things.  In late 
September the fish 
are usually still in 
summer mode, most 
of the leaves are on 
the trees (we all hate 
hooking those din-
ner plate sized Syc-
amore leaves don’t 
we?), the mornings 
and evenings are 
cool and the days 
are reasonably long.  
Most importantly, 
while Gregg’s low-
er campground is 
home for a handful 

of regular campers, most of them 
are usually just not there in late 
September.  Gregg isn’t an outfitter 
and he doesn’t rent watercraft. We 
are, consequently, able to use MSV 
as a home base, and his large gravel 
bar as a put-in and take-out without 
having to worry about sharing the 
river or the campground with too 
many other folks.  
Close proximity to some very pro-
ductive smallmouth waters

When we’re at this outing, we 
talk and figure out where everyone 
wants to go, and then arrange for 
shuttles to and from our MSV home 
base. We can easily fish the Meramec 

Norm Krupp

Chris Holman
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By Matt Wier

https://mdc.mo.gov/your-property/greener-communities/missouri-watershed-inventory-and-assessment/meramec-river
https://mdc.mo.gov/your-property/greener-communities/missouri-watershed-inventory-and-assessment/meramec-river
https://mscenicview.com
https://www.garrisonscanoe.com
https://www.garrisonscanoe.com


from Bird’s Nest to Garrison’s; from 
Garrison’s down to Meramec Scenic 
View, and from Meramec Scenic View to 
Onandaga.  Driving to the parking lot at 
Onandoga takes the most time (at least 
30 minutes round trip) and the drive 
to Garrison’s is the shortest as you can 
just drive straight there and someone 
else from the group can take you back 
to your vehicle later.  You can, alterna-
tively, drive about 15 minutes down Lib-
erty Road, park at the MDC lot at Scotia 
Bridge and wade up or downstream on 
the Huzzah.  If someone wanted to they 
could even just put in at Scotia and then 
take their time floating, wading, and 
fishing down to Onandaga.   The Cour-
tois, Huzzah, and upper Meramec are 
all within an easy drive but probably 
aren’t as good fishing destinations this 
late in the season.  

Time to relax….
In the beginning, there’s 

breakfast at MSV. Our put-
ins are close so we don’t need 
to gulp down coffee and some 
cold cereal but the anticipa-
tion is killing you.  You know 
what I mean, you’re not 
fishing for food or fame, but 
you’re still chomping at the 
bit to be the first on the water 
and get after it. You’ve been 
thinking about this day for a 
long time.  Family problems?  
Work problems? Too fat? Too 
skinny?  Detach, think of the 
river.  Now you’re here.  May-
be you’ve fished this stretch 
of water before and caught 
some great fish.  Maybe 
you’ve never fished these wa-
ters and eagerly anticipate 
casting towards every likely 
looking spot. Do you feel like 

that kid who gets up hours before the 
grownups on Christmas Day?  You see 
the presents, and you can’t wait to open 
them.  You need to keep that beginner’s 
mind but that’s hard to do.  So, you just 
get after it.    Maybe you have some suc-
cess, maybe you don’t.  When you don’t, 
maybe you start to feel a bit frustrated.  
When that happens to me I try to detach 
and change my perspective.  My goal is 
disconnecting from the rest of my life 
and focusing on the task at hand: soak-
ing in everything while trying to catch 
some nice smallies.  Close your eyes, in-
hale, feel the sun on your neck.  Think 
of the wind which has been pissing you 
off all day as a caress.  See that flock of 
teal rocketing upstream?  Close your 
eyes, listen to their wingbeats and they 
quickly fly overhead.  Listen to the wa-

ter dripping from your paddle blade into 
the river.  Exhale…open your eyes and 
look at the beauty which surrounds you.  
Resume fishing and count your bless-
ings.  You’re part of the living, breath-
ing, Ozarks.  If you let it, the river will 
wring the stress from your mind and 
body.  As you fish your way downstream 

the sunlight shifts, shadows lengthen, 
the air is a little cooler, and crickets be-
gin to fill the air with their contribution 
to Autumn’s timeless soundtrack.  You 
too can enjoy these timeless, yet eva-
nescent moments when you join us for 
our September outing.  What’s stopping 
you? 

Chris Holman
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send your stories, articles and photos to 
MissouriSmallmouthAlliance@gmail.com

Back in May we let you know that the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) was asking for input about 
the regulations with respect to the gigging of non-game fish in our streams and encouraged you to participate 
in an online survey.  I recently asked Brian Canaday, who is the Fisheries Division Chief, for the MDC, about the 
results of that survey and here’s what he shared with me:

“On Tue, Nov 6, 2018 at 5:50 PM Brian Canaday <Brian.Canaday@mdc.mo.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon Matt. 
 
It was good to see you and the Smallmouth Alliance at the Partner meeting.  I really get a lot out of those meet-
ings and I was happy to see you there.
 
As you know, we entered into a public input process related to the topic of fish gigging in an attempt to get some 
additional public information/opinion related to the practice.  As you might expect, we received a fair amount 
of public input and in general and based on the information collected, the Department has no interest in making 
changes to the gigging season at this time.  
 
Here’s a quick summary of public comments:

 • 904 people started the survey.
 • 837 people finished the survey.
 • 341 written comments were provided.
 • 70% of the respondents reported they did gig and 30% did not.
 • Most folks who took the survey reported they gig 1-10 times per season (61%) followed by 11-25 
times (24%).
 • 29% of folks indicated they have gigged for 31 or more years followed closely by 1-10 years (27%) 
and 11-20 years (25%).
 • Almost 50% indicated they wanted the season to remain as is.
 • The majority of people felt that a 123-day season should remain as is (42%).
 • All comments were read and put into themes. The top 3 themes included:
 o Start the season later
 o Make the season longer
 o Decrease the possession limit of fish
 • Interesting themes that were not in the top 3:
 o Increase enforcement
 o Concern for gamefish
 o Eliminate gigging
 
Our current season in our Ozark streams, September 15 – January 31, has been in place since 1986. The sea-
son provides anglers the opportunity to harvest non-game fish, 20 per day in the aggregate, over an 18 week or 
123-night (1/3rd of the year) season. The season is structured in a way to allow ample opportunity, minimize/
eliminate impact to spawning activity of other native aquatic species, and reduce, as much as possible, user con-
flict. 
 
We will continue to keep you and your membership informed on issues like this. 
 
Again, thank you for participating in the Department Partner meeting.  Feel free to call anytime.
 
Brian D. Canaday
Fisheries Division Chief
Missouri Department of Conservation
2901 West Truman Blvd.
P.O. Box 180
Jefferson City, Missouri  65102
573-522-4115 *3174 (office)
573-508-9491 (work cell)
573-526-0990 (fax)
brian.canaday@mdc.mo.gov

Update about the Public Input About Fish Gigging Solicited by the MDC Earlier this Year
by Matt Wier


